
Pulaski Honors Man of Year 

Charles Segall receives award from 
J. Michael Mamocha 

Charles Segall Honored 
As Pulaski's Man of Year 


PULASKI (PG) - Charles Se¬ 
gall was named Pulaski's 'Man 
of the Year’ Tuesday night. 

Segall who Immigrated from 
Poland to Pulaski in 1914 found¬ 
ed one of the village's largest 
stores. 

In making the annual cham¬ 
ber of commerce award, Presi¬ 
dent J. Michael Mamocha re¬ 
counted how Segall began his 
business by walking from farm 
to farm with his goods in a suit¬ 
case. 


Segall retired in 1966 and lives 
at 1124 Cass St. in Green Bay. 

In other business, Mamocha 
introduced the new physician, 
Dr. Ricardo Rustia, to the vil¬ 
lage. 

Dr. Rustia began his practice 
In Pulaski about a week ago. He 
was formerly with the McDo¬ 
nald Clinic in Winneconne. 

Marnocha also introduced the 
chamber’s new officers: Donald 
Marnocha, president; Ron Ull- 
mer, vice president and Harold 
Segall, secretary. 











Nov. 17, 1971 


Segall Purchases 
Cleereman Plant 


Purchase of fhe Cleereman niture, appliances and groceries 
building at HOI Elizabeth St., by the case. He expects to ein- 
wilh plans to open a discount ploy 25 persons, 
and salvage store, have been Segall also operates a salvage 
announced by Harold Segall, store in Pulaski as an annex to 
Pulaski. the department store. Eventual- 

Segall is the owner and oper- ly, he said he plans to open a 
ator of the Segall Department department store In Green Bay. 
Store, Pulaski, where lie has The Cleereman building has 
been a businessman for the past 36,000 square feet of warehouse 
25 years. space and another 10,000 square 

Segall said he intends to open feet of office space, 
a discount and salvage store at He intends to use all the ware- 
the Green Bay location Dec. 15. house space, but expects to 
Merchandise will include fur- lease office space. 

The Clcercmun building for* 
merly housed Ciceronian Ma¬ 
chine Tool Co., a Green Bay 
business for HO years. 

The Cleereman family sold 
the business to Saranac Ma- 
i chine Co. of Benton Harbor, 
Mich., in 1955, which in turn 
sold to Kearney & Trecker 
Corp., West Allis, in April 1967. 
K&T moved the Cleereman op¬ 
erations to Racine in January 
1970. 

At one time, Cleereman had 
annual sales of $3.5 million and 
employed 160 persons. 
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JJ" SALAD 



Press-Gazette photo by Ken Behrend 

Discount foods: Harold Segall, left, owner of Segall’s Saving 
Center, checks inventory lists with store manager Tony 
Kraszewski. 


Segall 
continues 
his family 
business 

By Peg Schmeling 

Press-Gazette 

Harold Segall literally grew up in 
his fanuly’s old-time general store 
in Pulaski. 

From there, it was an easy step | 
to opening Segall’s Saving Center, 
a discount food store at 601 Eliza¬ 
beth St. in Green Bay, in 1971. 

Segal I’s Departmen t Store in Pu - 
laski, which had been started by his 
father, Charles, was in the family 
more than 50 years. 

Harold Segall, 58, recalls spend¬ 
ing much of his time in the store I 
“from day one.” 

After high school, he earned a j 
business degree from Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, then re¬ 
turned to the family business. In 
1966, he bought the department 
store from his father. It carried 
men’s and women’s clothing, soft¬ 
ware, furniture and a little bit of 
everything. 

Segall and two other investors 
also owned another discount opera¬ 
tion, Rolear Inc., in Oconto for a 
while in the 1960s. He sold that 
operation before opening the Green 
Bay store. 

After several years in the dis¬ 
count department store business, 


Shop talk 

Segall found he was acquinng more 
merchandise than the Pualski area 
could handle, so he decided it was 
time to go to a larger place. 

He looked at the 50,000-square- 
foot building at Elizabeth and Elm 
streets for a year before he bought 
it. When he opened, he had about 
six employees. Now there are 32 
full- and part-time workers. 

The business was run much as 
the one in Pulaski, with more em¬ 


phasis on food. It featured mer¬ 
chandise acquired at a bargain, 
from sources such as insurance 
claims, overproduction and rail¬ 
road and warehouse surpluses. 

Tony Kraszewski, who worked 
with Charles Segall in the Pulaski 
store when he was in high school, 
returned to the Segall business. 
The staff also includes Mike Segall, 
Harold’s son. 

Segall closed the Pulaski store in 
1979. Meanwhile, business contin¬ 
ued to grow in the “big yellow 
building,” as the Green Bay facility 
came to be known. 

Segall isn’t particularly fond of 
the color yellow, but said he 
doesn’t plan to change the feature 
which helps people find his store. 


Business volume has doubled in 
the last two years, according to 
Kraszewski. Now, more than 3,(XX) 
customers per week visit the store. 

Segall said his is the largest such 
discount operation in Wisconsin. 

“Quantity doesn’t scare us,” he 
said. “We deal in one case or a 
thousand cases.” 

The store carries “whatever we 
think will sell,” Segall said. Howev¬ 
er, he said, sometimes the things he 
thinks will sell aren’t the ones 
which do. 

If you would like to submit the 
name of a business for a Shop 
talk story, contact Harry Maier, 
business editor, Green Bay Press- 
Gazette, P.O. Box 19430, Green 
Bay, 54307. 




December 9, 2003 


TOM 
PERRY 

Commentary 

Segall’s 
big heart 
leaves 
a big void 

N ot everyone who 
wanted to pay his 
or her respects to 
Harold Segall got to do 
so last Friday. 

Michael Segall, 

Harold’s son, felt bad 
about that. But then he 
said, forcing a weak 
smile, “If we kept it open, 
we might still be there.” 

As it was, 1,200 people 
stopped by Schauer & 
Schumacher Funeral 
Home on Friday morn¬ 
ing. 

The funeral procession 
had 120 vehicles. 

Harold D. Segall died 
Wednesday with his fam¬ 
ily by his side at a local 
hospital. His funeral co¬ 
incided what would have 
been with his 75th birth¬ 
day. 

You can talk to dozens 
of people from different 
walks of life. They’re all 
going to tell you pretty 
much the same thing: 
“Harold was a big man 
with a big heart.” 

Food store owner 

His domain in Green 
Bay since November 
1971 was Segall’s Saving 
Center, a discount food 
store at 601 Elizabeth St. 
that evolved over the 
years from the old 
Cleereman Machine 
Tool Co. building. 

Technically, Mike 
Segall, 45, has owned the 
store since he was 37. 

“Even though I knew I 
was the majority owner, 
my dad still was the 
head honcho,” Mike said 
Monday 



Segail’s is 50,000 square 
feet of store that is pretty 
much in a league of its 
own around here. 

Mike calls it "a plain- 
Jane store.” 

Indeed, it has concrete 
floors with worn-smooth 
railroad tracks, neatly 
stacked shelves and lots 
of bargains on beer, soda 
and whatever else can be 
bought to sell at bargain- 
basement prices. 

For a lot of thrifty 
shoppers, Segall’s has 
been a place to find a 
good deal. 

More than that, howev¬ 
er, it was the business es¬ 
tablishment of a man 
who spread a lot of good 
will in an unassuming 
manner. 

“He just took care of 
anybody and anyone,” 
his son said. “If there 
was a fire and a house 
burned down and the 
people came in here, he 
made sure they never 
went without.” 

Mike Segall said Mon¬ 
day that he’s proud to be 
part of his family’s lega¬ 
cy. 

“I’m third genera¬ 
tion,” he said, mention¬ 
ing that his grandfather, 
Charlie Segall, started in 
the retail business in Pu¬ 
laski around 1910. 

Harold ran that business 
for 25 years before start¬ 
ing up in Green Bay. 

“I’ve been working 
with my dad here since I 
was 13 years old,” he 
said, recalling the days 
when he swept floors 
and took out the trash. 

Keeping the tradition 

Mike knows his busi¬ 
ness. He had a great 
mentor. 

“I was ready,” he said 
of taking over the busi¬ 
ness. “But I guess I 
wasn't ready to be put in 
this position.” 

Mike lost not only his 
father and business part¬ 
ner, he said, but also his 
best friend. 

For the better part of 
the past 27 years, he and 
his dad would meet for 
breakfast at 3:30 a.m., 
Monday through Friday, 
before heading to work. 

As Mike talked about 
the future, he glanced 
over to his father’s office, 
which was open but dark. 

“I’m hoping that my 
dad is watching over 
me,” he said. “And we’re 
going to keep this going 
for as long as we can.” 

Call Tom Perry at (920) 431-8216 
or e-mail him at tperry@greenbay 
pressgazette.com. 



